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Bethesda Bits 

 August 2019 

Bethesda Lutheran Church  
301 W. South Street, Morrison, IL  61270  
Office #:  (815) 772-4896 
Interim Pastor Kristine Dohrmann 
Cell #:  (515) 802-2539 
Pastor’s email:  PastorKristine@gmail.com 
 

 E-mail:  bethesdalc@frontiernet.net    

 Website:  bethesdalutheranmorrison.org  

   As we grow older, we often look back and share 
memories from growing up. Things like our family 
size, where we lived, and the schools we attended. 
What do you remember most about school? Was it a 
favorite teacher? Maybe it was a sport you played, a 

subject you enjoyed or the friends you made. Most of us have fond 
memories of school but we can also remember those times that were 
just plain awkward. You know, like standing there in your gym 
clothes waiting to be picked for a team. Or how about walking into 
the crowded lunch room searching for a familiar face, desperately 
looking for someone to invite you to join their lunch group.  
    We often think that “fitting in” is just a middle school problem, but 
it’s not. When I attended a spiritual renewal event for pastors in the 
Northern Illinois Synod, I had a flashback to middle school and that 
awkward feeling of wondering where I fit in. I followed another 
pastor into the church building and we greeted one another in the 

parking lot. I found the check-in table where I was welcomed and 
given my name tag. I was then told where I could get coffee and 
snacks and that we would begin in 10 minutes in the sanctuary. 
Great, now what? As I approached the coffee there were groups of 
twos and threes all having what appeared to be great conversation.                
I didn’t want to interrupt anyone’s conversation but I didn’t want to 
stand there for too long or people may begin to notice and start 
talking about the “new girl.” I grabbed a cup of coffee and spotted 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Pastor Marilyn Hanson. I decided to greet her and introduce myself 
since we had communicated mostly through email and phone calls. No 
matter how old we are, we still get uncomfortable in new situations. We 
like things to be familiar, we want to feel like we fit in.  
    The situation of wanting to fit in made me think about church and 
being a part of a Christian community. God has created us to live in 
community. We have several books of the bible written by leaders like 
Paul, Peter and John, to the early church. These are letters of 
encouragement to Christian communities who are struggling with many 
things but generally they are just trying to figure out what it means to be 
the church, you could say they are feeling like they don’t “fit-in” with 
the world around them.     
    When we’ve strayed away from church or have never attended a 
church worship service before, it can be really hard to walk into that 
church building. We wonder if we’ll know anyone. Will people stare at 
me and know that it’s been a really long time since I’ve worshipped? 
Will I know what to do or the songs that they sing? These are all 
legitimate concerns based out of our desire to fit in. But the desire of 
God wanting us to be together in Christian community, can override 
our fears and concerns.  
    The writer of 1 John 1:3-4 said, “We declare to you what we have 
seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are 
writing these things so that our joy may be complete.” How or in what 
ways, does being a member of this faith community bring you joy? 
When was the last time you shared with someone who is unchurched 
what you like about your church home? 
    Walking into a church for worship can be a little awkward and 
frightening for many. However, this faith community does a great job 
of welcoming others and extending hospitality. I encourage you to 
reach out and invite someone new to join us for worship or reach out to 
someone you haven’t seen in a little while. Share with them the joy you 
find from being a part of this faith community. When we gather for 
worship, you can feel the love of a Christian community that doesn’t 
have all the answers but finds joy in walking together in faith as we try 
and “fit in” to the world around us. Who needs to receive your 
invitation of Christian hospitality? 
 
Peace, 
 
  Pastor Kristine Dohrmann, Interim 

(Continued from page 1) 
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   An “Offering-in-Kind” is for members who wish to 
contribute to Bethesda to help offset some of the operating 
expenses of the church. Items can be placed in the big 
basket by the front door.  Current items in need are: 
 

 Window Cleaner  
 Dish Soap 
 Coffee (Regular) 
 
 Be sure to keep your receipts, and turn in an “offering-in-kind” form, which 

will be counted toward your giving to the church. The forms are located on 
the table by the front door, and also in the Secretary’s office. If you have any 
questions, please ask! 

  All singers from the community, you are asked to 

share your talents in a massed choir to present a concert 

titled, “A Tapestry of American Music: Songs that 

Unite Us.”  This will be held at the Methodist Church 

in Morrison on Sunday afternoon, September 15th at 4:00PM. We will 

be singing both sacred and secular selections, such as:  “Down by the 

Riverside,” “Blessed Assurance,” “Shenandoah,”  “America,” and 

from the 80’s “My Girl,” “My Guy, and “One Fine Day.”   

   There will be four rehearsals, beginning Wednesday, August 21st, at 

7:00 PM at the Methodist Church.  These rehearsals were carefully 

planned before regular church choirs begin their rehearsals.  Singers, 

mark your calendars and join the fun!  Hope to see you August 21st! 

   Bethesda members (all ages) are invited to join together 

for a time of food & fellowship at our monthly “Meet & 

Eat”. We will be dining at the TRIPLE P BBQ on the 

west side of Rock Falls (Rt. 30) on Thursday, August 22nd, 

2019 at 6:00 PM. There will be “limited menu” options at a special 

group rate, with the approximate cost of $15.00/pp.  The response to 

our “Meet & Eat” has been great!  To assist in planning, there will be a 

sign up sheet on the table in the Fellowship Room.  Please sign up no 

later than Sunday, August 18th.  Those needing a ride should or 

having questions should contact Carol Stichter 772-3033 or Andrea 

Dalton 772-4929. 
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Council Highlights 
July 8, 2019 

 
President Kevin Janssen called the 
meeting to order. Nancy 
Usterbowski led devotions.  
Correspondence: 

 A Certificate of Recognition for 

our support of World Hunger 
was received from the NIS.  

 Bethesda recently received a 
letter requesting financial 
support for the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes (FCA). 
(Tabled)  

 A “Thank You” from Evan 

Mussman was shared with the 
council. Evan was the recipient 
of scholarship monies for his 
continuing education.   

Old Business: 

 Call Committee  reported that a 

phone interview with the 
prospective candidate for our 
new pastor was conducted on 
May 15th and a personal 
interview was held on Monday, 
June 17th. The committee was 
recently notified that the 
candidate has accepted another 
offer and will not be coming to 
Bethesda.   

 Kevin J. reported that the 

janitor is recovering from 
shoulder surgery however no 
other  information was 
available at this time.  As of 
June 1st, Bob and Deb Stone 
resumed the  janitorial duties 
(building only) until the janitor 

is able to return or until a 
replacement  is found.   

New Business: 

 Two of the Bethesda youth 

will be attending summer 
camp at LOMC soon.  The 
council discussed helping 
with the cost for each camper 
with funds from the Pastor’s 
Discretionary Fund.  

 Property Committee  reported  
that  Alverado  Plumbing 
replaced the circulating pump 
to get hot water upstairs. 
They also replaced the faucet 
in the men’s bathroom in the 
basement. The old wax 
stripper and old cleaning 
supplies were taken to the 
hazardous  waste collection 
on June 29th.  Mud jacking 
that was previously approved 

will be done soon. There will 
be a committee meeting on 
Aug. 5th at 6:00 PM.  

 Stewardship Committee 

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  g i v i n g 
statements will be mailed out 
soon. 

 Hospi ta l i ty  Commit tee 

reported plans are being made 
for a brunch on Sunday, Sept. 
8th (Rally Day) following the 
worsh ip  se r v ice .  The 
Morrison Fire Department 
will provide a program for the 
event.   “God’s Work – Our 
Hands” a service/giving day 
is also scheduled for Sunday, 

(Continued on page 9) 



4 

R E M I N D E R 
    For anyone heading off to college this year, we ask that 
you please update your school mailing address with the 
church office so that we can continue to send you 

newsletters and other mailings. If you wish to receive your newsletter 
via email, please be sure that we also have a valid email address.   

 

                                                      

 

 

For those fighting cancer:      Ongoing concerns - for healing and support: 

 David Chodorski 
 Glen Peterson 
 Maggie Fink 
 Kathy Nielsen 
 Shannon Chodorski 
 Greg Jenkins 
 Rick Milnes  
 Aaron Gould 
 Sandy Moore 
 Mindy Hagerman 
 Mark Manthey 
 Dave Johnson 
 Brian Voeltz 

 Melodie Holowko 
 Dee Phend 
 Walter Schmitt 
 Betty Steinke 
 Ronna Beck 
 Al Geerts 
 Len Bender 
 Foster Pierce 
 Jake Nienhouse 
 Dorothy Boles 
 Chris Crandall 
 Mike Olson 
 Audrey Brown 

 Ken Irion 

 Kevin Springman 
 Dorothy Kaufmann 
 Rosie Perino  
 Betty Stralow 

Dear Scholarship Committee, 
 
Thank you for granting me the 
opportunity to gain the Bethesda 
Scholarship. The money will be 
used to help pay for college 
expenses at Sauk Valley for my 
Digital Media Arts program. 
 
Thank you—Evan Mussmann  

               
Len & Connie Bender 
Morningside of Sterling 
2705 Avenue E #108 
Sterling IL 61081 
Ph#: 309-749-7872 
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    It’s time again for the annual LWR School 

Kits mission support school kit drive! Totes 

will be on display in the fellowship room, and 

a list of the items needed/required in each kit 

is printed on a shopping list that you can take with you to the store. 

Members are asked to take the tote(s) and fill each of the totes 

with the exact items on the list and return them to Bethesda. This 

collection will run through August. All bags will then be delivered to 

a collection site or the distribution center. Questions? Contact 

Monica Anderson or the church office. Thank you!  

 

September 8th (service projects may be done at another time).  Jill 
M. will contact Kathy Janicek about providing music & possibly 
refreshments at Pleasant View Nursing Home sometime soon.    

 The Christian Education & Youth Committee is exploring the use 

of a new curriculum  for the Sunday School this fall. They are also 
discussing options for the Christmas Program. 

 The council approved the request from Nancy Pannier to use the 

church basement for a family reunion on Sunday afternoon July 
21st from 12 – 4 PM.  

 
Announcements: 

 Newsletter deadline is July 19th  (assembly/mailing day is Friday, 
July 26th). 

 “Meet & Eat” will be Thurs. July 25th @ 6:00 PM at Wagon Wheel 
– Sterling, IL . Sign-up deadline is Sun. July 21st. 

 Whiteside County Fair, Tues. Aug. 13th – Sat. Aug. 17th. (No 
parking on Orange St. beginning Mon. Aug. 12th). 

 Office will be closed on Fri. Aug. 16th (Deb taking Personal Day). 

 Reports from Committees due to church office for assembly of 
Council packets by  Friday morning, Sept. 6th. 

 Next meeting date – Mon., Sept. 9th at 6:30 PM  There will be no 
council meeting in August. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
  Andrea G. Dalton, Secretary        

(“Highlights” - continued from page 3) 
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  1 Amelia Schmitt 
  2  Wes Schwartz (93) 
      Tanner Miller 
  4  Raechel Stone 
11  Dara Smith 
12  Bernita Bush (95) 
13  Mary Wright 
14  Mitchell Hood 
15  Eric Anderson 

17 Nancy Pannier 
      Reese Voeltz 
18  Jamie Harmon 
21  Kenny Benson 
22  Trisha Petersen 
23  David Boyles 
      Sharon Boyles 
25  Marcia Haag 
      Tyler Nye 
26  Janica Jenkins 
27  Laverne Schroeder 
      Adam Voeltz 
      Kameron Adams 
30  Doug Alcala 
      Kira Riggen 
31 Danny Dennehey 

  3  Kyle & Janae Janssen 
  9  Eric & Bonnie Phend 
27  David & Carol Cook  

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

DO YOU HAVE THE 
TIME OR TALENT?  

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

 
 
   The Bethesda building and 
grounds is in need of constant repair 
and updating just as our houses and 
property seem to do.  Can you help 
with  any of the following:    
 pull weeds in any landscaping “as 

needed” (any time) 
 edge sidewalks 
 in August (preferably before fair 

week), trim bushes by mailbox 
and up front walk 

 scrape, re-plaster, and paint in the 
front porch entryway 

 help change old florescent bulbs 
with new “energy efficient”—
LED bulbs (does require some 
rewiring) 

 paint ladies bathroom in the 
basement 

 install and plumb a new sink in 
ladies bathroom in the basement   

   “Thank you” to several members 
that have already worked on some 
of the projects that needed to be 
done outside. If you are capable of 
plumbing or wiring, would you be 
willing to help when   needed 
instead of calling a plumber or 
electrician (at least to begin with), 
let  our committee know. 
   If any of the above is something 
you can do, contact any Property 
committee member or Deb Stone in 
the office/and also let us know if 
you’ve done it.   Thank You!  
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Ushers & Greeters 

 Bob & Deb Stone, 

    Mark & Stephanie Stichter 

 

Lectors & 
Communion Assistants 
[2nd Communion Asst.] 

  4  Kolleen Pannier 

11  Kevin Janssen  

     [Claudia G. & Eric B.] 

18 Sunny Porter 

25  Diane Cavosie [Reese V.] 

 

Refreshments 
[Dish Washers] 

  4  Monica Anderson, 
      Angie Hanson [same] 
11 Family of Bernita Bush 

18  Andy & Tiara Voeltz   

      [Reese V.] 

25 ~Open~ 
  

Nursery 
  *Volunteers are ready and willing 

to serve when/if needed.  

Altar Flowers 
  4  ~Open~  

11  ~Open~ 

18  ~Open~ 

25  ~Open~   

 

Altar Guild 
  Vicki Hood, Nancy Pannier 
 
 
 
Offering Counters 

  Eric Benson, Deb Stone 
 

Acolytes 
   *The acolyte schedule will be 
vacant until new youth are 
instructed and prepared to serve 
in this capacity. Until that time, 
ushers will assist with these 

duties. Thank you! 

August Helpers 

  
BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH  

WELCOMES ALL AND JOYFULLY SHARES GOD’S LOVE 
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NOTE: Every Lord’s Day Starts with Worship at 9:00am. Holy Communion is Celebrated Weekly. A time of Continued 

Fellowship is Offered Following the Worship Service each week. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed

    

4 

 

Guest Speaker: 

Pastor Roger Asplund 

5 

 
9am—4pm Pastor “IN” 
9:15am Diet Club 

6 7 

 
9am—4pm Pastor 

9:30am Quilting Day

11:00am MMC at 

          Kingdom Life CC

 

11 12 

 

 
9am—4pm Pastor “IN” 

9:15am Diet Club 
 

Reminder: Council 

does not meet in Aug. 

13 14 

 

 

 
9am—4pm Pastor 

9:30am Quilting Day

18 19 

 
9am—4pm Pastor “IN” 

9:15am Diet Club 

20 21 

 
9:30am Quilting Day

25 26 

 
9am—4pm Pastor “IN” 

9:15am Diet Club 

27 28 

 
9am—4pm Pastor 

9:30am Quilting Day

 WHITESIDE COUNTY FAIR WEEK (*Reminder: No parking on Orange St. beginning Monday, August 12)
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s Day Starts with Worship at 9:00am. Holy Communion is Celebrated Weekly. A time of Continued 

Fellowship is Offered Following the Worship Service each week.  

Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 
*NO Bible Study  

 

2 3 

Pastor “IN” 

Quilting Day 

MMC at  

Kingdom Life CC 

8 

 
8:30am Bible Study 

9 10 

Pastor “IN” 

Quilting Day 

15 

 

 

 
8:30am Bible Study 

16 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

  

17 

Quilting Day 

22 

 
8:30am—3:30pm  

   Pastor “IN” 

8:30am Bible Study 

6:00pm Meet & Eat  

             (see pg. 10) 

23 

 

Newsletter Deadline  

 

24 

Pastor “IN” 

Quilting Day 

29 

 
8:30am Bible Study 

30 

 
 

9:30am Newsletter  

     Assembly/Mailing Day 

31 

WHITESIDE COUNTY FAIR WEEK (*Reminder: No parking on Orange St. beginning Monday, August 12) 


