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Bethesda Bits 
 

Bethesda Lutheran Church                                    April 2021 

301 W. South Street, Morrison, IL  61270  

(815) 772-4896 
Pastor Tammy Anderson 
Cell #:  (815) 414-1758 Home#: 815-400-9250 

Pastor’s email:  pastortsa@gmail.com 
 
  E-mail:  bethesdalc@frontiernet.net    

 Website:  bethesdalutheranmorrison.org  

 Find us on Facebook: Bethesda Lutheran Church, Morrison, Il 

 

Encourage wonder 

For a new perspective on Bible accounts you’ve heard over and over, 
play “I Wonder” with children and adults alike. Similar to “I Spy,” it 
encourages a deeper dive into familiar passages. Simply explore ideas 

that aren’t detailed in the Bible, starting with the phrase “I wonder.” 
For example: 

 I wonder if any Roman soldier was standing in the 

back not mocking Jesus (Matthew 27:27-31). If so, what was he 

thinking as others threw about insults? 

 I wonder how long it took Joseph of Arimathea to cut his own 

tomb out of the rock (Matthew 27:57-60). What did he think about 
as he worked? 

The day after Jesus’ ascension, I wonder which disciple spoke first at 
breakfast — and what he said. 

Scholars may have chimed in on some of these ponderings, but 
there’s likely no right answer. Playing “I Wonder” can help you slow 
down to really pay attention and experience more of a Bible passage 
— especially one you seem to know by rote. 

Add meaning to this year’s Easter celebration by letting your wonder 
wander during Holy Week. Then continue the practice whenever 
you’re eager to gain new insights on the “old, old story … of Jesus 
and his love.” 

—Janna Firestone 
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Dear Disciples of Jesus of Bethesda Lutheran, 

Greetings in the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ! 

This year, Easter falls on the first Sunday of April, and the 

Easter Season continues throughout all of April. We bring back the 

ALLELUIA. We also add the lighting of the Paschal Candle, and we 

sing songs of victory and triumph. 

Easter is my favorite Holy Day. I love celebrating the Resurrection of 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! Please enjoy this BC cartoon that 

also celebrates the Resurrection! 

 

May the joy of Easter fill your hearts, souls and minds! 
 

Shalom, 
 
   Pastor Tammy  
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Bethesda Council Members for Congregational   

Names & Contact Information 

Pastor—Rev. Tammy Anderson; Cell# 815-414-1758  

Comm./Council Liaisons Email    Phone # 
 
Finance 
Eric Phend     choochooman13@hotmail.com 815-772-8236 
Everett Pannier     epannier@frontiernet.net  815-772-2528 
Lisa Rogers     lbramm11@gmail.com  815-590-0554 
Ellen Smith         815-499-4948 
 

Stewardship    
Jill Mussmann     themussmanns@hotmail.com 815-631-3789 
Sunny Porter     sunnyeporter@yahoo.com  630-485-1121 
Ellen Smith         (see above) 
 

Property 
Mekie Green          563-357-7349 
Everett Pannier         (see above) 
    
Worship & Music 
Nancy Usterbowski  nusterbowski@yahoo.com  815-772-0153  
Eric Phend         (see above) 
 

Hospitality 
Andrea Dalton     dltn67@yahoo.com  815-499-5138 
Nancy Usterbowski  nusterbowski@yahoo.com  815-772-0153 
Mekie Green          563-357-7349 
Lisa Rogers         (see above) 
Ellen Smith         (see above)  

 President — Lisa Rogers 

 Vice Pres. —  Jill Mussmann 

 Secretary —  Andrea Dalton 

 Financial Secretary — Al Janicek 

 Treasurer — Marcia Haag  

 OFFICERS 

Church Secretary - Deb Stone 
Office#: (815) 772-4896 
Cell#: (815) 716-1292  

Custodians - Steve & Louise 

Poulter 
Cell#: 563-249-3315  

Youth/Christian Education 
Lisa Rogers    (see above)  
Sunny Porter    (see above) 
Jill Mussmann    (see above) 
 
 
 
Scholarship 

Eric Phend     (see above) 
 
Memorials 
Nancy Usterbowski (see above) 
Andrea Dalton     (see above) 

This page  

intentionally 

left blank 

 

 



10 

Believing in    
 
   Sometimes we get caught up 
in thinking we need to 
understand God in order to have 
faith. But faith is more about 
trust than knowledge; it’s more 
about believing in someone than 
believing information. A child, 
for instance, doesn’t have to 
know the precise roads to 
Grandma’s house; he only needs 
to believe in his parents and 

their ability and desire to get 
him there safely. Similarly, we 
need not understand all the 
intricacies of how God works; 
we can take a cue from the 
disciples and let belief in the 

risen Christ transform and 
empower us. 
In the words of Madeleine 
L’Engle (The Rock That Is 

Higher): “The disciples did not 

bother to try to understand the 
resurrect ion body. They 
doubted, and then they believed. 
They believed something so 
wonderful that it changed this 
broken, fragmented, beaten-
down little group of men and 
women in a moment from 
depression to enthusiasm, from 

despair to new life, vibrant and 
unafraid.” 

Anticipating life’s 
waves 
 
   Joni Eareckson Tada, who 
was paralyzed after a diving 
accident, described swimming 
in the ocean as a child. 
Because the waves looked so 
high, her first inclination was 
to swim away from them. 
That, however, just left her 
tossed about and sometimes 

held underwater. “The best 
thing,” she discovered, “was 
to swim fast toward [the 

waves] and dive under them 

before they had a chance to 
break on top of you.” 
That’s true with life’s “waves 
of crisis or difficulty” too, says 
Tada. “The best way to beat 
those waves of trials and 
t o u g h  c h a l l e n g e s  i s 
to face them. Head-on. Almost 

anticipating them. Sometimes 
I find myself literally diving 
into the middle of a problem 
before it has a chance to crash 
on top of me.” When 
problems are about to break 
on top of you, what helps you 
face them and stand your 
ground? 
 

—adapted from The Wired Word 
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Council Highlights 
March 9, 2021  
 
President Lisa Rogers called the 
meeting to order. Pastor opened 
the meeting with prayer.  Agenda 
was adopted as presented & 
minutes from the 2/9/21 meeting 
accepted. 
 
Correspondence:  

 Membership to the Morrison 
C h a m b e r  o f  C o mm e r ce 

Certificate for ’20 – ’21 & thank 
you letter  

New Business:  

 Pastor’s Report - Confirmation 
classes have begun with 2 boys 
and 2 girls participating in the 
class.  Pastor reported that she 
will begin visiting shut-ins at 
home and in the nursing homes 
soon. Lenten services are being 
held each Wednesday evening 
at 7:00 PM.  
 The Financial Secretary’s & 

Treasurer’s reports were 
reviewed and accepted as 
presented.  
 Covid Mit igat ions were 

discussed by the council and 
changes made as follows: 
discontinue the practice of 
taking temperatures; return pew 
cushions and hymnals to the 
pews; hymns will no longer be 
printed in the bulletins; wearing 
of masks/face shields will 
continue to be required during 
the entire service; Holy 
Communion will be observed 
during the service with pre-filled 

cups spaced apart will be placed 
on a stand at the front of the 
center aisle; members will be 
ushered up row by row, pick up 
a cup and then receive a wafer 
from Pastor (who will wear a 
glove to distribute); members 
will be instructed to step to the 
side, lift their masks to consume 
the elements and then dispose 
of their cups in the baskets 
provided before returning to 

their seats.   
Church Committees/Groups  

 Finance Committee: Everett 
stated that the committee will 
be meeting soon to review 
insurance coverage for the 
church.   
 Property Committee: Everett 

stated that the defective valves 
for the furnace boiler will be 
replaced soon by D & K 
Plumbing, Electrical & Heating.  
 Worship & Music committee 

met on Feb. 24th and planned 
services for Holy Week as well 
as regular services through 
April 11th. There are tentatively 
2 services being planned for 
Easter Sunday (04/04) – 7:00 
AM & 9:00 AM. Members will 
be asked to call in and indicate 
which service they will be 
attending. 
 Pastor Tammy reported from 

the Morrison Minister’s 
Council that there will be no 
“Cross Walk” this year, 
however the Minister’s Council 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Friends/loved ones battling 
cancer:  

 Glen Peterson 
 Kathy Nielsen 
 Sandy Moore 
 Jerry Allen 
 John Willey 
 Mark Manthey 
 Catherine Phelps 

 
Friends & loved ones needing 
prayer for healing and support:  
 Walter Schmitt 

 Alan Geerts 

 James Floyd Nye 

 Keith Morine 

 Mike Sigaman 

 Darrien Voeltz 

 Dorothy Boles 

 Natalie Buck 

 Tiara Voeltz 

 Kathy Book 

 Jeg Weets 

 Jeff Bramm 

 Larry Geerts 

 Andrea Dalton 

 members currently serving in 

the armed forces either 
stateside or abroad 

 
Prayer concerns are not listed unless 
requested.  Please call the church 
office if you wish to have someone 
added to our prayer list. 
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Blood Drive 
 
On Thursday, March 18, 2021, Bethesda members 
provided sandwiches and cookies for the American Red 

Cross blood drive which was at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church. Sixty-one people from the community donated 

blood. Thank you to the following Bethesda members who 
volunteered their time and cookies – Andrea Dalton, Nancy 
Pannier, Nancy Usterbowski and Dee Janssen   Also, “thank you,” 
to the WELCA ladies group  for financially supporting this 
worthwhile project. This is the 18th year that Bethesda has served 
the Community  in this way.      

is working on “Last Words of the Cross” which will be available 
on FB. They are also planning to prepare “Prayers for Pentecost” 
in May. Meetings are currently held via ZOOM & a survey is 
being taken to determine the best meeting time for the group.  

 
Announcements:  

 Sunday, Mar. 14th, Installation of Council Members during the 
regular worship service.  
 Newsletter deadline is Fri. Mar. 19th (assembly/mailing day is Fri. 

Mar. 26th).  

 Reports from committees are due to the church office for assembly 
of council packets by Fri. morning, Apr. 9th.  
 Next regular council meeting is Tues., Apr. 13h @ 6:00 PM.  
 
   At approximately 7:11 PM, motion was made by Jill, 2nd by 
Andrea to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. The meeting was 
adjourned with all praying the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Andrea Dalton, Council Secretary 

(Continued from page 3) 
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  2 Mark Stichter 
  3 Deloris Smith 
  4 Andrew Vittitow 
  5 Kathy Book 
  8 Kendra Vittitow 
  9 Steve Geerts 
     Lucas Hemminger 

10 Al Janicek 
     Lisa Dalton 
     Evan Mussman 
11 Phillip O’Shea 
12 Stacy Cook 
     Hillary Bousman 
14 Steve Young 
     Jason Wright 
     Nichole Segneri 
     Eathan Long 
16 Courtney Adams 
     Tim Hood, Jr. 
18 Amanda Morine 
20 Dale Belt 
     Kylee Green 
21 Gracen Harmon 
     Anita Burton 
24 Ann Bean 
25 Maverick Hensel 
28 Laura Bean 
29 Mitchell Stichter 
30 Gayla Cordes 

20 Dale & Nancy Usterbowski 

Birthdays  

Anniversaries 

  An Easter prayer 
 

    From the grave’s depths, 
Lord Jesus Christ, you 
emerged, breaking the hold 
of sin, death and hell, that 
those who trust in you might 
share in your righteousness, 
life and beloved community 
with God the Father and all 
God's children. We bow in 
awe before your majesty, 
giving thanks for your grace 
extended so bountifully to us. 
By the power of your Spirit 
who lives within us, may we 
share the astonishing news of 
your resurrection with 
others, that they also may 
know your saving grace. 
Amen. 
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Ushers & Greeters 
  Everett & Nancy Pannier 
 
 
 

Altar Guild   
   Vicki Hood 
 

Lector 

 
Offering Counters  

 
Refreshments  
[Dish Washers] 
   

~DUE TO COVID RESTRICTIONS, WE WILL 
NOT HAVE OUR TRADITIONAL COFFEE/
REFRESHMENT HOUR, BUT WE DO 
ENCOURAGE MEMBERS TO TAKE TIME, 
FOLLOWING  SAFE  DISTANCING 
PRACTICES, AND ENJOY IN A TIME OF 
CONTINUED FELLOWSHIP AFTER 
WORSHIP EACH WEEK~   

April Volunteers 

Our Mission: 
  

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH  

WELCOMES ALL AND JOYFULLY SHARES GOD’S LOVE  

The worship assistant,  

Al Janicek, will serve as lector for  

all worship services.  

  Al Janicek & Deb Stone have assumed 
these duties and will continue to do so until 

a regular schedule with volunteers can 
arranged. Offerings can be mailed to the 

church at any time. Thank you.  

Cultivating kindness 

 
 

Kind hearts are the gardens. 

Kind thoughts are the roots. 

Kind words are the flowers. 

Kind deeds are the fruits. 

  

Take care of your garden 

and keep out the weeds. 

Fill it with sunshine, 

kind words and kind deeds. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed

    

4 

 

 

 

 

7:00 a.m. Worship  

9:00 a.m. Worship  

5 

 

 

 

 

  
 
9:00 a.m. Diet Club  

6   *Election Day* 
 
9:30am-12pm Pastor @  
       Text Study (Zoom) 
 
1:00pm - 3:00pm  
   Pastor @ Continuing  
   Education Event   
   (Zoom) 

7 
 
9:00am  Worship & 
      Music Comm. Mtg.
10:00am-12pm
        Pastor in Office

11 
 
9:00 a.m. Worship  
 

10:15 - 11:30am 
   Confirmation Class 

12 
 
9am - 12pm 
   Pastor in Office 
 
9:00 a.m. Diet Club  

13 
 
9:00am - 12:30pm  
   Pastor @ FCTE Mtg. 
   (Zoom) 
 

6pm Church Council 
  

14 
 
9:30am - 11:30
   Pastor@ NISynod Mtg. 
   w/Bishop (Zoom)
 
1:30pm - 3:30pm 
   Central Conf. Pastor
   Mtg. (Zoom)

 

18  ~Baptism/Hanson~ 
  
9:00 a.m. Worship  
 

10:15 - 11:30am 
   Confirmation Class 

19 
 
9am - 12pm 
   Pastor in Office 
 
9:00 a.m. Diet Club  

20 
 
9:30am - 12pm Pastor@  
       Text Study (Zoom) 

 

21 
 
9:30am - 11:30
   Pastor@ NISynod Mtg. 
   w/Bishop (Zoom)

25 
 
9:00 a.m. Worship  
 

10:15 - 11:30am 
   Confirmation Class 

26 
 
9am - 12pm 
   Pastor in Office 
 
9:00 a.m. Diet Club  

2:00pm NI Synod  
   Central Conf.  
   Annual Mtg. (Zoom) 

27 
 
9:30am - 12pm Pastor@  
       Text Study (Zoom) 

28 
 
9:30am - 11:30
   Pastor@ NISynod Mtg. 
   w/Bishop (Zoom)

  *All worship services 

are broadcast via 

Facebook Live and 

will include all Holy 

Week worship services. 

Join us in-person, or 

online! 

Both Pr. Tammy & Deb 
are taking the day off 
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Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

8:30am Bible Study 
9:30am-12pm 
        Pastor in Office 
 
7:00pm Worship 

2 

 

 

 
 

7:00pm Worship 

3 

Worship &  
Music Comm. Mtg. 

12pm 
Pastor in Office 

8 
 
8:30am Bible Study 
9:30am-12pm 
        Pastor in Office 
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Pastor’s Day off 

10 

11:30am  
astor@ NISynod Mtg.  

w/Bishop (Zoom) 

3:30pm NISynod 
Central Conf. Pastor’s 
Mtg. (Zoom) 

15 
 
8:30am Bible Study 
9:30am-12pm 
        Pastor in Office 

16 

 

Pastor’s Day off 

17 

11:30am  
astor@ NISynod Mtg.  

w/Bishop (Zoom) 

22 
 
8:30am Bible Study 
9:30am-12pm 
        Pastor in Office 

23 

 

Pastor’s Day off 

24 

11:30am  
astor@ NISynod Mtg.  

w/Bishop (Zoom) 

29 
 
8:30am Bible Study 
9:30am-12pm 
        Pastor in Office 

30 

 

Pastor’s Day off 

 


